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I,—Foreien Po itics. 


Iw continuation of its leading article on the Anglo-Russian Convention, ™4™4! Moqappas = 
essban Patiibce extracts from which have been published in. the Ka Ke te, : 
| ecm last weekly report, the Namai Maguiddas Hablul i 

Matin [Calcutta] of the 7th October writes :— vi 

e have been repeatedly saying that the effect of such agreements is not 
immediate. Rather, it takes time to manifest itself. It is for the last.thirty years 
that the English have been trying to absorb Egypt and the Soudan, and since 
they have not as yet been able to do this, completely, the name of the Khedive 
is yet nominally connected with those countries. Even so, the name of the 
Sultan of Morocco as a ruler de jure is yet heard in connection with that State 
although it is five years since the question relating to Egypt and Morocco was 
settled between the French and the English. Now, what accounts for this 
delay in the absorption of these two countries ? Evidently, the delay is due to the 
fact that when one Power wishes to absorb another, it first of all tries to 
establish its influence in the latter’s territories and along with it to dispel the 
external influences bearing upon them which form an impediment in the way of 
its becoming dominant. Now, the impediments in the way of the English 
taking possession of Egypt were Turkey and France. They, therefore, sought 
to increase their influence in the country in the firstinstance and watch the oppor- 
tunity for the disappearance of the obstructions from without, with a view to 
occupy it in a formal way. Subsequently, finding Turkey weak and winnin 
over France by diverting its attention from Egypt to Morocco, they sousldiued 
themselves to be in a fair way to gain their object. Accordingly, they 
stationed their own troops in Egyyt under the pretence of preserving order. 
But since the external obstructions did not altogether disappear, inasmuch 
as Turkey and Germany both stepped in later on, they refrained, for the 
time being, from occupying the country. Even sodid France with regard to 
Morocco. And both have now let the matter. lie over to some future date. 
Also similar was the course adopted by Japan regarding the occupation of 
Korea, The external obstructions in its way were China and Russia, and 
it sought to do away with both of thom before declaring the country a 
province of its empire. 

Now, since England and Russia have como to be on friendly terms with 
each other, they will have no external obstructions to contend with in their 
attempt toJabsorb Persia. It was themselves that formed the obstacles in each 
other’s way which they have now practically ceased to be. As for the third 
Power, Gemany, it does not carry so much influence in the country and 
therefore raised no voice in the matter relating to the Convention. Indeed, 
they will keep inactive for some time, in order to see whether any other Power 
steps in as an impediment to the furtherance of their object. If there is none, 
they will take to watching the time when the discontent produced among the 
local people as the immediate effect of the Convention disappears, and then they 
will proceed to execute the object latent in the negotiation, They will select a 
most favourable opportunity for them to do the same, and it would be when 
they would understand that we cannot but yield to their demand. Just see 
what.time they have considered it opportune to refer the Convention to us, iu 
the regular course. They have done this when we are at issue in regard to the 
boundary question with Turkey. Had this been done at any other time it 
would surely have produced quite a different effect upon the people. Hvena 
like opportunity will they take to see the Convention enforced. And after they 
have secured our assent to it they will begin making illegal interference in our 
internal affairs, They will, of course, take steps to involve us in debt, 
inasmuch as the best ground for'them to take possession of their respective 
portions will be when any instalment of that debt remains unpaid. They will 
create unrest and disturbance in their respective portions and then station their 
own troops there under the pretence of preserving order, kill a few innocent 
persons and demand indemnity from us claiming it as a debt, and should we 
fail in paying a single instalment of it they will make it an excuse for interfer- 
ing with our possessions and thus reduce Persia to the situation of Korea and 
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Egypt. The next step will be to depose the Emperor and instal another in 
his place, or ask him to remove his court to some remote part of the country, 
In every province of their divided portions, they will have a nominal governor 
subject to their control. They will then replace our language by their own, 
Finally, Christian Missionaries will begin to pour in, and asa ‘result the poor 
and the wretched among us will either be compelled, persuaded or tempted to 
embrace Christianity. And now a time will come when our sisters and 
daughters will get depraved and go on as street girls. ‘Sine 

In fact, a nation that has no internal means of defence is doomed to 
extinction, inasmuch as the external ones are weak armour to repel a usurper, 

In conclusion, the paper appeals to the people of Khorasan and exhorts 
them to awake to the occasion and attend to its advice as to the deliverance of 
the country. Addressing the Shah it says that the enemies are now close at 
hand and entreats His Majesty to devise means for the salvation of the empire. 
It promises to say in its future issues what should advisably be done in 
this direction. 

2 The Soltun Sapo of the 11th October writes. that the recent 

Anglo-Russian agreement, whatever it may profess 

to say to the contrary, must: be held to foreshadow 
the partitioning of Persia, the northern section being im time absorbed 
Russia and the southern by Britain. If Persia rouses herself while there. is yet 
time and makes herself fit to defend herself with the strength of her. own 
arms, then only can her future existence, which is threatened by this 
agreement, be assured. : 

As regards Afghanistan, British predominance in the country will come to 
be a little too great there as the result of this agreement. 


On the whole this agreement is not one calculated to do good te the 
Moslem world. ; 


The Anglo-Ri giian agreement. 


II.$H ome ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


3. In commenting on the reports of its own correspondent about the 

tg recent disturbances in Calcutta which tends to. 

saan comer throw the whole blame on the police, the Marwari 
Bandhu (Calcutta) of the 9th October observes as follows :— 

While the meeting was going on, the people had no other weapons to 
fight with the police except their shoes. It is, therefore, impossible. to believe 
that they had premeditated any disturbance. As to the allegation of brick- 
bats having been thrown on the police; it is hard to believe how the police 
alone could be made.a target for them when it was mixed up with the crowd. 
The Police Commissioner should answer this question. After a thorough 
eriquiry, the correspondent came to the conclusion that one of the police 
officers uttering the word ‘‘lagao” was immediately followed by a general 
attack onthe people by the police. If under the circumstances the people 
replied by throwing brickbats in mere self-defence, the police has no 
cause to complain. The reporter of the paper saw with his own eyes on 
Thursday night that the bad characters were mulesting gentlemen without 
any interference from the police which was present. Some low class Bengali 
lads with brickbats in their hands were also found loitering bere and there, 
The police constables on this day were standing ina line on the north side 
of the Beadon Square and meant mischief to the reporter just as he came out, 
but the others exclaimed that he was a Marwari. Is the above not suficient 
to show that to assault the Kengalis had been determined upon from the very 
beginning ? 

_ The police dragged one Osmal Jamal, a gunny-bag merchant, out of 4 
tram-car, and robbed him of Rs. 70 and some other things. It was in the 
tas of the police that shops were looted at Kagbazar, Hatibagan, Syam- 

r, Sobhabazar and other places. The sweetmeat vendors’. shops were 
— by the police themselves. Innocent Bengulis were assaulted in many 
" * * * * Gc Gh. 2® 
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_* here is no doubt, if the police had wanted to keep order, so much 
mischief could not have been done. It may be that the police did not take an 
active part in the Joos, but there is no doubt that it caused the shops to be 
eoted. 
c 4. With reference to Mr. Collin’s enquiry into the Calcutta riots; 
sisi euisiliy tete te the Sanyivans (Calcutta) of the 10th October 
Come 6 o04 gests that the penod of two days which was all 
that Mr. Collin could devote to this enquiry is 
uite insufficient for this work, when one has regard to the magnitude of 
he riots, A hurriedly conducted enquiry is little likely to bring out the truth. 
5, The Sanjwans (Calcutta) of the 10th October, in giving its account of 
wig Cakbaia shies the recent Calcutta riots, first speaks of the cowardly 


_ and inhuman oppression the police were guilty 
of on the occasion and then proceeds to narrate how the police officers present 


at the meeting with which the trouble began grew somewhat angry at. the way 
in which some of the youths addressing the meeting spoke of the conduct of 
the police towards them in Aajat and m prison. One does not know if there 
was any connexion between the anger roused by this speech and the order to 
disperse. which one of them gave soon after. In any case this order of dis- 
persal came upon the meeting quite as a surprise, and before some of those 
present in the assembly could persuade the speakers at the gathering to go 
on with their speech-making, a golmal arose, | 

Forthwith the police fell with their (this, on the crowd, who were 
taken unawares and who in attempting to eseape found the gates of the square 
guarded by the police. In about an hour's time the police had successfully 
cleared the square. Meanwhile outside the square, the lights had been 
extinguished, and favoured by this darkness the police went on with their 
work of assaulting anybody and everybody, and falling upon crowded tram- 
ears, when brickbats were hurled at them from the neig Soaring houses. of 
ill-fame. This led them to retire for the time being, but after midnight 
they returned with reinforcements, to find however that a party of infuriated 
men had assembled, who had resolved not to suffer themselveto be thrashed 
unresistingly, Brick-bats again continued to be hurled at them from the neigh- 
bouring houses, and Jathis probably were also used on them in some cases. 
Foiled in their attempts to catch their assailants, the police in a fury damaged 
the neighbouring shops and assaulted any and every passer-by who happened 
to come across them. — | 

So much for the incidents on Wednesday. On the day following there 
was no meeting or any crowd assembled at Beadon Square, but the police 
arriving in strength at that place began again assaulting any Bengali 
they came across either in the main thoroughfares or the sidelanes, 
breaking the heads of the victims in some cases. A number of gundas on 
this oceasion co-operated with the police in assaulting passers-by and looting 
the shops. Bengalis alone were marked out for assault, and some of the victims 
of this lawlessness had their heads broken and the streets were covered with 
their blood. The. Woéing subsequently extended to the Shambazar and Bagh- 
bazar and Sovabazar sections of the town. Here the work of lawlessness was 
largely done by dhangars and mehiars. When the shop-keepers appealed to the 
police for protection, they said that it was the Bengalis who were responsible 
for bringing all these incidents about by their Bande Mataram. One Surendra 
Modak, a shopkeeper who was assaulted, went to the thana to report, but the 
thana people at first declined to take his deposition down and subsequently 
a yemadar ouly wrote down something on a detached piece of paper. 

6. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th October, in referring to the 

es petition recently made by the Deputy Commis- 
4 a Deputy ommissioner of sioner of Police, Calcutta, to the Chief Presidency 
Hang, louis, and Mr. Leakat Miocistrate against Mr. Leakat Husain, ridicules 

the idea that the Maulvi is responsible for the. 


Mr. Co 
Calcutta riots. 


recent riots and looting in Calcutta. None of the police present could cateh 
any of the Maulvi’s party throwing brickbats, and there is no proof of the: 


existence of any kind of relationship between the inhabitants of .the lanes 
branching off Ohitpur Roai and the members of the Maulvi’s procession and 
the audience at the College Square meetings.. But then Mr. Tegart’s belief and 
impression need not be in conformity with logic. : 


SsNJIVANI, 
Oot. 10th, 1907. 
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7. In a report of the recent riots in Caleutta, the Sri &; Vishun 
hss shea ta Cuba Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika |Caloutta) of the 

re 10th October says that many people think tho 
rioting to have been pre-arranged by the police. A correspondent of this 
paper who witnessed several cases in which innocent passers-by were asadulted 
and robbed by policemen and by goondas who were helping them, characterises 
these outrages as ing even those which happen a ugalman 
rule. It is not yet known who incited these men, but fiendish oppression, 
like these create in people’s minds a disrespect for the British Government, 
Sir Andrew Fraser is a pious man, and he should see that a proper investi, 
gation is made as to who led the policemen to commit all these oppressions on 
the highways of Calcutta. We identify ourselves with no politieal paxt , but 
we strongly advocate the maintenance of social peace, and we hope for an 
impartial enquiry into the whole affair. 

8. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th October publishes a detailed 

Ths Colentte slele account of the recent riots in Calcutte, from which 
| the following are extracts :— | 

In the Beadon Square meeting there were 50 to 60 constables present. 
But outside there were about 200 constables armed with regulatidn Jathis. Some 
farsighted men were able to perceive beforehand from the demeanour of the 
constables that they meant to pick a quarrel, Their apprehension was after- 
wards justified by what followed. 

Alter 9 o’clock at night while the meeting was still going ona European 
officer sounded a whistle ard an Inspector cried out that brickbats were being 
thrown ut the police and ordered the dispersal] of the meeting by force. Another 
police officer then shouted lagao, i.e., beat them. Immediately after this order 
the constables began to make use of their /athis. They closed all the four 
gates of the square and about 250 constales began to beat any and every man 
that came in their way. ‘The Bengalis had not even a single stick with them. 
By the unexpected assault of the police the Bengalis were thrown into confusion 
and most of them were severely beaten. From Burtolla on the north to Jora- 
sanko on the south the police assaulted people indiscriminately. The local 

eople were maddened at the sight. Brickbats were thrown at the police 
rom all sides and many constables were hurt. The more daring among the 
Bengalis wrested some /athis from the hands of the police and with these began 
to defend themselves, The police then beat a retreat. It was then midnight, 


The account given by an eye-witness. 


When the police attacked the inoffensive people at 9 in the evening the 
latter were completely bewildered. Noone had a Jathé in his hand, and at 
first nothing could be done to check the police. But a few men who had 
witnessed the scene ran away to other places and informed people of the 
affair. | eer after this brickbats began to be thrown at the police. 


Eight young men of tender age with lathts then advanced to meet the police, 
Before these young men, who had recently learnt Jathi play, the heroes of the 
police would not stand even for a while and began to run away followed by 
the young men. Being severely beaten with their Jathis the police were 
scattered and fled in all directions. Four constables hid themselves in the 
shop of a betel-seller. They were dragged out by some Bengalis and beaten. 
One of the constables left his shoes at the shop. At the beginning of the 
affray some Bengalis also left their chadars and other things in Beadon 
uare. oe 

But this did not stop the rioting. The police found that the Bengalis 
were able to distinguish them by their dress. So they changed their dress 
and again appeared on the scene. They put out the lights in the streets, 
and in the darkness plundered shops, beat the passers by and snatched away 
their wearing ap 1 so that most of them were obliged to flee in a nak 
condition. In the first affray about 33 constables and in the second two 
aaropeme Sergeants and 7 or 8 constables are said to have been wounded. 

‘o the west of Beadon Square an employé of shop N6é. 346 had closed the 
shop and gone to take his food. The olla broke the lock and entered the 
shop. They broke two locks of the large iron-safe, but could not find time 
fo break the remaining three locks; so they made away with a box containing — 
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cash and oraments amounting to about Rs. 200. It is said that they broke 
into a shop close by and carried away about 100 pairs of shoes. Among 


those who were hurt were Lalit Babu and Abinash Babu and a tram-conductor’s’ 


head was broken. A corpse was seen floating on the river which, people say, 
belongs to a respectable man who was killed and thrown into the river by 
the police, It was also said that the police killed two other men and carried 
the bodies towards the Hedua Park. | } | 

At noon on Thursday last while standing near Beadon Square I heard 
the conversation going on between a paherawaila and two Hindustanis, 
The paharawalia said, ‘‘ The Saheb informed us beforehand,that there would be 
rioting ; we had received orders to commence beating with our Jathis immediate- 
ly on receiving 8 hint.” The general impression is that the sale of bélati goods 
having almost entirely stopped owing to the swadeshi meetings in Calcutta, the 
police wilfully brought about the rioting. 

It appeared that the pglice had engaged the gundas to beat innocent 
people and to ood. While proceeding towards Nimtolla Ghat I saw a 
boy struck down by a gunda, and a Brahmin returning from the bazar 
after making purchases violently struck on the head. Babu Girija Bhusan 
Ghosal, BA, and Babu Jogesh Chandra Chatterji, B.a.. while proceed- 
ing along Beadon Street, were assaulted by gundas and constables, and the 
former’s chadar aad the latter’s spectacles, towel and Rs. 1-12 in cash were 
snatched away. | 

On the scene of rioting were present the Police Commissioner himself, 
Mr. Tegart, the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Aldridge and other Superintendents 
with some officers of the Detective Police. It was they who led about 600 
constables and gundas. There was no sign of excitement among the Bengalis. 
I have ascertained this fact by enquiry. Who can say why, in spite of this, 
the police created this anarchy? On Wednesday the police could make no 
arrests. Onthe day following they created a disturbance only to get an 


opportunity for arresting some innocent people. ‘The police’ broke into the — 


houses of many prostitutes and ill-treated them. At 11 p.m. Inspector 
Hamilton arrested some people. Babu. Bhujunga Bhusan Basu, grandson of Sir 
Radhakant Dev Bahadur, returning home with his younger brother, was severely 
beaten by a company of paharawallas when he alighted from a tram-car at the 
Grey Street crossing in Sova Bazar. The shop of a betel-seller of Grey 
Sireet was looted. A gold mohur which he wore round his neck was taken 
away by the gundas. The man went tothe Burtolla thana to lodge a com- 
plaint, but the thana people abused him and drove him away. The 
dhangars of Baghbazar looted the sweatmeat shop of Surendra Modak. All 
his belongings including money were lost and some people of the shop were 
hurt. The house of Sita Nath Chakrabarty of Baghbazar was attacked and 
plundered. Can the Police Commissioner say why the paharawallas removed 
their badges and came with regulation Jathis to commit rioting ? 

Babu Girish Chandra Ghosh, the late Proprietor of the University Press, 
while returning home in a tram-car, was dragged out by the gundas and 
beaten so'severely that he fainted. When he regained consciousness he 
found that all his things. including money, his shirt, chadar, cloth and watch- 
chain were stclen. He had two of his fingers broken, and there was a mark of 
a blow on his shoulder. 

The Hon’ble Rai Sitanath Roy Bahadur wrote to the Inspector of the 
Comertoli thana asking for help as he apprehended mischief from the gundas. 
But that officer refused to give him any help. os 

9. ‘The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th October gives a long list of 

the persons who were assaulted and the shops that 
were looted during the recent riots, which were 
all the work of policemen or gundas who helped them. 

10. The same paper publishes a long list of shops together with the 
names of the proprietors thereof which were 
looted or otherwise injured in the course of the 
recent disturbances in Calcutta. 

ll. The- Hitavadi ECnene of the 11th October reports a case of 

alleged assault by policemen on Makan Lall, a 
student of the Duff. College, who was so severely 
beaten that he succumbed to the injuries. 


The riots in Calcutta. 
The recent riots in Calcutta. 


A deadly assault by the police, 


HITAVADI, 
Oct. llth, 1907. 
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MIBIR-o-SUDHAKAR, 12. The M thir-o- Sudhakar [ Calcutta ] of the llth October has 
Oct. 11th, 1907. -- maunicated article, which, in giving a short account 
of the recent fracas at Sherpur, narrates how Baby 
Charu Chandra Chaudhuri, a local zamindar, stirred up his Musalman raiyats 
against the police, offering to pay them the money required for this work. 
Fiver since the Jamalpur riots, many attempts have been made to rouse tha 
Sherpur Musalmans. In this connection, one Prafulla Chandra Dighal wag onco 
arrested for having circulated an inflammatory notice. The res onsibility of 
the Sherpur fracas lies wholly with the Hindu zamindars and the Band, 
Mataram party and not at all with the Musalmans, The evidence of outsiders 
who frequent the Sherpur /a# will prove how shamefully a Hindu zamindar ig 
implicated in this affair. 
The account concludes by dwelling on the oppressions committed by the 
unitive police, on their habit of refusing to pay full price for the things they 
bay and on the great hardship which has been caused to the poorer Musalmans 
thereby. 
NavasaRty, 13. A correspondent writing in the Navasakis Nove mage! of the 11th 


Oct, 11th, 1907, : __ October narrates how, while passing along Harrison 
a oo against apolico Road, Barabazar, on the afternoon of the 20th 

Aswin last, he came across a Bengali being vilely 

abused by a Musalman up-country shopkeeper, and how, when he asked a 


constable on duty near by to interfere, this constable declined, remarking that 
they had orders to assault the Bengalis. 


ha vasadiin 14, The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 11th October writes how as Giris 


a a TT evra Dutt, the police daroga of Dinajpur, was 


ng at a dak bungalow while proceeding to 
Hemtagarh, he had the oxen from a bullock-cart unyoked and made 14 coolies 


of Messrs. Ralli Brothers drag the cart for a distance of 7 miles. 


SANDHYA, 15. Referring to the meeting held by Maulvi Leakat Husain at Kali- 


Oct, 11tb, 1907. siete ae = bes e Sandhya {Calcutta} of the 11th October 


& Com.” 
The Sherpar fracas. 
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The sons of the Kotal attended but could not utter a single word, The 
spleens of the betus (fellows) got shrunken at the beauty and the formidable 
array of Jathis, No more delay ; wait a few days more and your excesses will 
be gone. The celebration of the SOth Aswin must be performed with such 
grandeur that the feringhis will be cbliged to cry out—‘* Let me go, mother, let 


me weep to my heart’s content.” Prepare Dag teschye! all of you. You must 


go to bathe in the Ganges in companies. We say, this year the celebration 
ought to go on for three days instead of one. The late riots have set the 
hands. This time it will have to be shown what it is to return blow for blow. 
The Bengalis will no longer tolerate the slightest oppression. ‘Take your stand 
within your own foé (jurisdiction). If the ghost should enter there and 


behave improperly, then beating, sound beating, must follow. Follow now 
the Leakatian example, and use the Kabuli remedy. Bravo! Leakat. 
SOLTaN, 


Oot. Ite, toe. 16. Re the recent Calcutta riots, the Soltan [Calcutta] of the 11th October 


The Calcutta riots. writes that the police had been very ang with 


| _ the student community ever since the late affray at 
Lal Bazaar. The rumour is that the police were specially on the look-out for an 


opportunity to bring about a riot, and then teach the timid Bengalis a good 
lesson. At the meeting in which the riots originated the police were being badly 
ridiculed and abused. The order for its dispersal was icliowed by another order 
to the police there present to use their /athis on the assembly. The police also shut 
the gates of the square and severely belaboured the crowd as it was dispersing. 
Although the police had the best of the affray at first, in the course of half-an- 
hour a small party of National Volunteers arrived on the scene and began 
using their Jathis on the police. The number of men severely wounded 
amougst the Bengalis is very small, whereas the number of wounded amongst 


olicemen is over a hundred. Both parties are trying to keep the real truth 


rom being made public. Bengali students still go out in procession every day, 


and they are always prepared to fight with the police if necessary. They cry 
out Bandé Mataram whenever they come across the police, and specially the 
European police, and the police, having had some experience of the resoluteness 
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of the Bengalis, have quieted down a little. Formerly people used to regard 
the presence of the police in an assembly as a guarantee for the peace, whereas, 
now, it is their very presence which is held to be a precursor of trouble. It 
behoves the authorities to try to remove this stigma from the name of the 
olice. 
. 17, The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th October writes that the terrible 
tice tine Wa Cilio lawless incidefits which occurred in Calcutta during 
the late riots are without a parallel in the city 
since the establishment of British rule in the country, Gundase assaulted 
innocent men in broad daylight in the es streets, looted shops outright 
and behaved like demons towards boys. Whatis more serious is that these 
harrowing acts of oppression were committed under the very nose of the 
police, who made absolutely no response to the appeal of the victims of these 
outrages for assistance. This fact is enough to quicken even the inert into life. 
Is there no remedy for this oppression ? 

The paper then proceeds to narrate how the police, after calling on the 
meeting in which the disturbance originated to break up, did not wait to see 
it disperse, but very soon, after giving the order in question, fell to Is ing 
about freely with their Jathis. The crowd, in attempting to retire, found the 
gates of the square barred by policemen who opposed their exit. The police, 
after having dispersed this crowd effectually, though after a struggle, fell to 
snatching clothes away from passers-by, dragging Bengali tramway passengers 
down from their cars and thrashing them, etc., this leading to the throwing of 
brickbats atthem. ‘They, after a temporary withdrawal, came up with reinforce- 
ments and again commenced oppressing the people, which culminated, later on 
in the night, in their breaking the gas lamps in the neighbourhood, severely 
assaulting some people and doing damage to many shops of the locality. A 
number of corpses of men, supposed to have been killed by the police on this 
occasion, are reported to have been found floating on the river on the morning 
following. | 

Thursday, the day following, witnessed a repetition of the previous day’s 
police violence. On this occasion the police, in anticipation, prepared for the 
riots by making friends with the Municipal dhangars, treating them to liquor and 
then getting them to assist them in their attack on the Bengalis. And in this 
attack the entire body of the City Police, footand mounted, as well as dhangars, 
Sergeants, European soldiersfrom the Fort and Gundas, co-operated. Some of 
the victims had their bones smashed, others had to run off in a hurry quite 
naked, others again were left senseless on the spot, and among the bodies so 
left one is reported to have been that of a dead boy. Many houses had their 
windows and furniture damaged by the stones thrown at them by the police. 
Marwaris, Hindustanis and Mussalmans, along with Bengalis returning from 
office, were amongst the passers-by, but it was the Bengalis only who were 
marked out for assault by the police and the dhangars. Those who resisted 
were prevented from doing so by the police and the European 
soldiers. 

18, The Basumati (Caloutta] of the 12th October doubts the truth 
of the statement made by Superintendent Aldridge 
that the constables did not take part in the Joottng 
during the recent riots, as, in his opinion, if they had done so their superior 
officers must have become aware of the fact, and enquires if it is a fact that 
these officers bad ‘recently no knowledge of whut the constables were doing. 
Many intelligent Englishmen think that one result of the recent events will 
be to impress on the natives the necessity of English protection, It is no 
wonder then that petty officers like police Inspectors, who are traitors to 
their own country, should also think in this way and act accordingiy. Nearly 
Rs. 11,500 worth of property was looted, and more than 500 men took part 
in the looting. Out of this only 85 men have been arrested, and no constable 


The police in the Calcutta riots. 


has even been suspected of having done anything wrong. Sucha child’s play 


of enquiry cannot hoodwink the people long. 
19. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th October has the following 


riots in Calcutta :— 
The riots in Calcutta. in a report of the recent 


going on a European officer of the police went up to the President and asked 


When the meeting in Beadon Square was 


BANGAVASI, 
Oot. 12th, 1907. 


BAsUMATI, 
Oot, 12th, 1907. 


BasUMATI, 
Oot. 12th, 1907. 
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him to stop the meeting, which the President refused to do unless 


he 
shown an order of the Commissioner of Police. Upon this the officer oy ia 


he paharawallahs to beat the men, which they began to do indiscriminately 
: os gali gentleman. knocked the officer down, The police now set about 


Iting everyone, not excepting people passing in tram-cars or driving ; 
er Mang shops were looted. ft 18 quite clear that everythin Wey oe 
prearranged because some men were ‘seen putting out the street lamps and 
shouting out ‘Beat the soors,” There were many gundas and mehtars who 
helped the police in the assaults and looting. Among the men assaulted and 
robbed were :— 


Akshoy Kumar Das, of Durjipara. 
Tinkari Dey, a shop-keeper of Barabazar. 
Kalachand Bhattacharjee, of Kumartooli. 
Jogendra Nath Chatterjee, of the Amrita Basar Patrika. 
The Manager of P. C. Pal & [o., tailors, of Chitpore Road. 
Abalakanta Bhattacharjee, a pupil of Mahamahopadhyay UDwaraka Nath Sen. 
A student of the 4th-year class of the Duff College. 
Two servants belonging to the sweetmeat-shop at No. 97, (Upper) Chitpur Road. 
\@ Mee. Ambica Babu, the proprietor of the firm of A. ©. Banerjee & Co., of No. 97, 
\ 2 aes (Upper) Chitpore Road, 
a Be ben 10. Some musicians of Manicktola Street who were flung out from the terrace down 
one on the street by some European and Native constables. 
rie | 11. Jogendra Nath Dutt, of the Amrita Bazar Patrika. 
a ane 12. Babu Satyacharan Bose, of the Bank of Bengal. 
Ve} 13. Suranath Nundi and Sasibhusan Dey, of No. 115, Shambasar Street. 


AN) Below is a list of the proprietors whose shops}were looted :— 


Ramhari Bhar, of No. 155, Upper Chitpore Road. : 
Khetrapal Dutt, adjacent to No. 1. 
Nikunja Thakur at the junction of the Shambazar and Ohitpore Roads, 
Another sweetmeat shop at No, 155, Upper Chitpore Road. 
Bipin Chandra Modak’s sweetmeat shop at Sovabasar. 
Srimanta Ghoshal, No. 257, (Upper) Chitpore Road. 
Kali Charan Bhar, No. 152, (Upper) Chitpore Road. 
Kaliranjan Chatterjee, next to No, 7. 
thie R. K. Gupta and Sons’ lime godowns (no address given). 
Poe Gi ah 10. Siv Chandra Das, No. 8, Grey Street. 
ae at 11. Mohesh Chandra Basak, Grey Street (no number given). 
* By tee 12. Gostho Behari Bhar of Chitpore Road (no number given). 
13.. Upendra Nath Pal, No 337, Upper Chitpore Road. 
14. Akshay Kumar Dey, No. 155, Upper Chitpore Road. 
Hae! ay) 15. Dookhi Panwalla, of Chitpore Road. 
Pa gi 16. Harimohan Dey, of Natun Lazar. 
ai oo. oe 17. Pal Friends of Clitpore Road, 
18. Protapchandra Banerjee, of Shambazar (no address given). 
| 19. The shop at No. 128, Shambazar Street. 
is 20. Kundu & Co,, Shambazar (no address given). 
hl | 21. Bholanath Sadhukhan of Snambazar (no address given). 
! 
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22. Nepal Pal of Shambasar (no address given). 


On Friday many people were robbed in broad daylight and the vegetable 
and fish stalls of the Shambazar market were looted; the stalls of Koolchoor, 
eet) Palimani, Parvati, and Khanta suffered tho most, 

A, Even the Post Office authorities were in fear about. the safety of letters 
Ae and parcels, But in spite of all this Superintendent Aldridge reported to the 
ae Police Commissioner that no looting took place in Shambazar; so we must 
shy think that his eyes were sightless. Many constables were wounded and some 
European Sergeants were wounded also, One of the Sergeants lost an arm, 
and it is lucky that he did not lose his head. Some Anglo-Indian Editors are 
of opinion that these riots will teach us that we are helpless without the 
Englishmen. Is this their idea of political justice ? 

4: Se cc 20. Commenting on the recent Calcutta riots, the Sonar Bharat 
Me iL Oct. 12th, 1907. i tie es [Howrah] of the 12th October writes that the 
> TBiiee merciless oppression of the police during these 
i AL RY riots has proved on what kind of justice British rule in India is: based. 
TEL WAL A full account of the sufferers from these riots would take up more than 
two issues of the present puper. Severe injury to limb as well as death has 
resulted from the unique zulm and Oppression committed by the gundas 


te ee 


‘ 
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engaged for this work by the police. The estimated value of property looted 


is about a lakh. Even women fell victims to their violerce. The women of the 
Beadon Square neighbourhood had many of them their cloths and persons 
stained with blood. Corpses are reported to have been found floating on: the 
river and certain other men are missing supposed to have been killed and made 
away with by the police, That it is the authorities themselves who commit 
gundaism has been made manifest this time, beyond the possibility of 
contradiction. Anyhow the force of the thrusts which the police have got 
back from some of the citizens has been a correction to them. As is the dog, 
so must be the mugur (the Indian club). | 


_ (b)— Working of the Courts. 


21. The Sandhya [Calcutta ] of the 10th October writes :— 
+. sles > lee Che feringhie want to make us understand that 
RE nd Soua toate toile. es are very honest and full of the milk of human 
indness. Yet they are always very eager to 
enjoy the demoniacal pleasurejot flogging tender boys on the buttocks. Kazi 
Kingsford has made himself a name by flogging the lad Sushil, and Dunlop, 
the Kazi of Noakhali, has won notoriety by flogging another tender lad. The 
lad fainted away for fear of the whipping, but Kazi Dunlop himself stood by 
and counted the strokes. As long as the /feringhi sarkar will maintain these 
‘sons of daityas (demons) with milk and plantain, so long will they continue to 
soil ifs administration with their own poison. If the sarkar do not dismiss 
them, come, brother, let us join hands and with the force of our words and 
lathis sweep the monkeys out of the country. Otherwise, neither we ourselves 
nor the sarkar will be safe. All luxurious sons of mothers who are gleaners of 
cowdung cakes have become Magistrates of districts and our feet are scorched, 
as it were, by burning sand. | 
22. Referring to the Rawalpindi triul the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
11th October says that the play enacted during that 
trial will not raise the English law courts in the 
3 estimation of the people. 
23. Re the Ekdala and Kishor hot cases in Rajshahie, the Solian 
| [Calcutta] of the 11th October writes that pro- 
Tho Ekdala and Kishor 44¢ hably the fear with which the trying Magistrate 
Cases. . cn: 
regards Hindus has not yet passed away: if he had 
done his duty fearlessly and impartially, if he had not been overcome with fear 
of the Hindu leaders, many of the accused in these cases would by this time 
have been acquitted. 
24, Re the notice issued upon Leakat Husain prohibiting him from adres- 
is lial ca _ ging meetings, the Sonar Bharat | Howrah] of the 
LeakatHunin, =~ Ss«id‘2the:« October’ enquires of the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate whether it is the country’s peace or 
their (Englishmen’s) peace which is destroyed by what Leakat Husain does. 


The Rawalpindi trial. 


(e}— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


25. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar |Calcutta] of the 11th October notices a com- 
plaint that the Hindu members of the Satkhira 
Local Board abuse their influence by neglecting 
villages which are pre-eminently Musalman in population and spending the 
major portion of the Board’s funds for improving chiefly Hindu centres of 


The Satkbira Local Board. 


SaNDHYA. 
Oct, 10th, 1907. 


HITAVADI, 
Oct. llth, 1907. 


SOLTAN, 
Oct. 11th, 1907. 


SONAR BHARAT, 
Oct, 12th, 1907. 


Migir-0-SUDHAKAR, 
Oct. llth, 1907, 


population. Contracts for works also go generally to Hindus only. Kaliganj, | 


one of the biggest thanas, gets a very small grant. The meetings of the Board 


are held anywhere and everywhere and at any and every hour to suit the | 


convenience of the Deputy Magistrate, who is Chairman of this body. What 
is wanted for the removal of these evils is a considerable addition to the 
Muhammadan element of represeptation on this Hoard. 

26. The Navasakti (Caleutta] of the 11th October speaks of the ex- 
citement which has been caused in Kushtia by the 
assessed rates in Ward No, I of that Municipality 
having been increased from three to fivefold. Interest and influence have 
aleo been at work. ) 


The Municipal rates in Kushtia. 


NAVAS AKTI, 
Oct, llth, 1907. 


HrravaDl, 
Oct, 1ith, 1907. 


/ 


SanJivaNl, 
Oct. 10th, 1907. 


HiTavaD!, 
Oct. lith, 1907. 


MIBIR-0-SUDHKAR, 
Oct, 11th, 1907. 


BaSUMATI, 
Oct . 12th, 1907, 
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(9)—Railuays and Communications, including Canals and. Irrigation, 


97. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th October says that all attempts to 
, ; deahg Hill the swadeshi having failed, the whites belong; 
Delay -* carrying swa to railway and steamer companies are now ma ing 
Bog unusual delay in carrying swadeshi goods. We 
have heard from Allahabad about an instance of this, and we now understand 
that a consignment of swadeshi cloths booked on the 25th September by the 
Banga Luxmi Cotton Mills to the address of the Bharata Sampada Com 
of Silchar is lying in the railway godowas still. But the more the white men 
try to injure swadeshi the better it will prosper. 


(h)— General. 


28. The Sunjivans Ne ge’ of the 10th October writes that Babu Bihar; 
z Lal Roy, the patriotic Head Master of the Bager- 

The Deputy Magistrate ) hat School, has been dismissed from office. The 

ray Per | a Head Master of = S-hool'Committee consisted of 10 members, with the 

local Deputy Magistrate as Chairman. Through 
the unwearied efforts of an Honorary Magistrate, 7 of the independent 
members of this Committee resigned. And then the Chairman dismissed Bihari 
Babu. But will this dismissal convert the students into enemies of their country ? 

29. The Hitavadt [Calcutta] of the 11th October extols Sir John 
Hewett for granting. a takavi loan of eighty lakhs 
of rupees in consideration of the impending famine 
in the United Provinces. If men like the lords of Bengal were in charge of 
those provinces, there would have been very little chance of the existence of 
famine being even admitted. The price of rice is going up in Bengal, but the 
authorities are quite silent over the matter. 

30, The Mthir-o-Sudhakar Syeeg ee. of the 11th October publishes a 

complaint from (Godapara, near Mirpur in Nadia, 
to the effect that the postal peon who delivers 
letters, etc., there does not do so at the regular intervals. It is also suggested 
that a letter-box should be set up in this village, there being none there and in 8 
or 1() other villeges adjoining. 

31. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th October thinks that there is 

, ._ no doubt that the police took part in the assaults 
i -ya oppression and its and looting during the riots and also helped and 

winked at the proceedings of the rowdies who did so; 
and that this fact is borne out by reporters of Anglo-Indian papers who were 
eye-witnesses of the events. Does a thirst for vengeance really stifle all sense of 
honour and duty ? When sitting on the Police Commission Sir Audrew Fraser 
accused the people of this country of not helping the police in investigating 
crimes or in keeping the peace. But is human co-operation possible with this 
crew of devils? Is Sir Andrew, who is believed to be a devout Christian, going 
to destroy the foundation of British rule in India by encouraging for the sake 
of prestige the oppression on the part of the police? Lord Minto should bear 
it in mind that the fire of diseontent created in the minds of the people by 
police oppression may at any moment burn down the foundation or the British 
empire in India, which is already shaken for various causes, 

Granting that the police had nothing to do with the recent disturbances, it 
must be admitted that it is quite worthless for the purpose of maintaining the 
peace, and as such its officers deserve to be punished with dismissal. 

_ The attempts made by the officialsof the Government to haul up for sedi- 
tion men like Bepin Chandra, Upadhyaya, ‘Aswini Kumar and Liakat, and the 
committal of Bhupendra Nath to the cil-mill, have shaken the respect the people 
had for the Government; and if want of respect for the Government is to be 
taken as sedition, then surely it is the police of Calcutta and of Bengal who 
are guilty of inciting the people to it. 

Subjects give their sovercign loyalty in exchange for the blessing of peace 
he confers uponithem. ‘Therefore, if those who deprive the people of peace are 

not seditious, then even the men who made a football of the head of King 


Charles I, are to be regarded as “fit to be loyal Councillors of the Vicero 
purified by the nectar of His Excellency’s feet,” iit cde Maal cia racial 


Famine and Government help. 


A postal complaint. 


oe 
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We will not eo facts even if we are to be imprisoned-or deported 
for it. For the sake of the welfare of the Government and the people, we 
again warn our rulers of the great mischief that is being done by their 
newspapers which are so,abusive—a mischief which even lakhs of seditionists 
cannot create. In the os dispensation of God no good can come to a ruler 
who encourages such of his officers as break hie laws and ruin the people. 

The brutal way in which the administration is carried on in this country 
has given birth to ajbrute force in the people. The oppressions. committed b 
reckless officials are easily bringing about results which, Englishmen feare 
would be produced by Bipin Chandra’s speeches. Our Mili Viceroy, Lord 
ereey aud his eubberdust Councillor Sir Herbert Risley would do well: to take 
note of this. 

The Englishman very often warns us of the tiger which sleeps in him, and 
the events of last Thursday night have made us feel it, as well as the teeth and 
the nails of his pet leopard and his hunting cur. But does the Englishman 
ever coolly consider by what magic influence the habitually tame Bengalee has 
been all on a sudden endowed with the spirit of the tiger? We know that as 
a result of maiming Walters the Bengalis are sure to be persecuted, but does 
anybody contemplate who has sown the seeds of vengeance in the Bengali ? 
There is nothing that can check the hands of destiny. 

32. The Sonar Bharat [Howrah] of the 12th October, in noticing the 

ee action of the Collector of Dharwar in warning a 

— local paper named the Karnatie Patra, remarks—Let 
not cries of ‘‘the wolf,” ‘‘the wolf,” at last be followed by the wolf really 
appearing. oe 

33. In reporting how two gentlemen of Krisorganj, Babus Peary Mohan 

me Roy and Surendra Nath Sen, were threatened with 
yon attack on the Magistrate of proceedings under section 107 (Criminal Procedure 
ree Vode) unless they gave up swadesht, the Sonar 


Bharat [Howrah] of the 12th October takes occasion to speak of Mr. Clarke, 
Magistrate of Mymensingh, as a sumunds* (wife's brother) of the public at large. 
eed — hen used ne paper also accuses Mr. Clarke of having wished 
ta thie ony. er eee to insult Surendra Babu and concludes thus :— 
To seo the impudence of this son of the father-in-law* is enough to make 
*Used as an expression of one’s blood boil (literally, set one aflame from one’s 
reproach. head to one’s foot.) 
34. Rs the prosecution of the Rangpur Vartavaha, the Sonar Bhara 
[ Howrah | of the 12th October remarks : — 
The prosecution of the Rangpwr So the flame has been kindled in North Bengal 


Vartaceha. also, It was at Rangpur that Devi Chaudhurani’s 


band kindled the conflagration for the destruction of Indil Mindil (English). 
35. Seeing that the Government has thanked the Deputy Commissioner 
of Delhi for not issuing a warrant for the arrest of 
Government's treatment of Sved Haidur Raza poennntny to his deportation, 
a ciate the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th October 


asks if the Deputy Commissioner has deserved the special thanks of Govern- 
ment for not sl a Musalman? If so, the Indian Government should 


enquire of the Lieatenant-Governors of the new and the old Bengal why they 


are having Maulvi Leakat Hossein prosecuted. ee 
36. “The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th October is not satisfied 
with the enquiry held with closed doors and in 


eer a hurry by Mr. E, W. Collin, the Commissioner 
of the Presidency Division, into the charges brought against the police of 
assault and looting during the recent riots in Calcutta. 


VI—MIsceLLANeous. 


. Puruli f the 8th October exhorts the Thakoors 
. a ye the Raj-priest of Baro to use their influence 


An exhortation to Brahmins. = i) nerguading the local inhabitants to boycott the 
use of unclean foreign goods. | 
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MarFBHUM, 
Oct. 8th, 1907, 


N aVASAKTI, 
Oct. 9th, 1907. 


SANDHYA, 
Oct. 10th, 1907. 


SANDHYA, 
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38. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 8th October welcomes the goddess 
Durga and says:—" : ces 
The present unrest. - Under the benign English rule we have all 
along lived in peace and security as regards our religion, manners, customs 
and property, but now, on account of our showing a love for our country by 
advocating the swadeshi, we have become eyesores to some crooked-minded 
officers of the Government, and are being persecuted by them. May the 
officers be better advised and the situation saved! The country is going.to 
be ruined, but our rulers and their officers are indifferent to this and we are 
helpless. May the anger of the Englishman with us be appeased! 
39. In a leading article the Navasakti [Ualcutta] of the 9th October 
declares oppression on the part of the English to 
The present unrest, its cause oe the cause of the rapid spread of agitation all 
and cure. : ° ° : 
over India, It is a historical fact that ever since 
the English won India, they have persecuted everybody who has tried to 
oppose their misdeeds. It is, therefore, idle to expect that there will be any 
exception to this rule during te present times. Englishmen want us to love 
and respect them while they carry away all the wealth of India. Conquered 
subjects can never be loyal to an oppressive sovereign. Love and respect 
come from the heurt, and a sovereign cun expect to have them from his 
subjects only if he can give up everything for the sake of their welfare. So far 
Englishmen have not done anything in India for the welfare of the people. 
We admit that we have advanced a bit: since the advent of Englishmen in this 
coantry, but it is not at-all necessary to explain that this is not due to any 
willing help on their part. They are always too busy in devising means for 
keeping the people weak to think of their prosperity. Lord Curzon said in a 
speech at Jharriah ‘“ Administration and exploitation are both parts of our 
rule;” and these are indeed the main objects of British rule. Weare to be 
branded as seditious if we make the slightest protest against the oppression and 
injustice with which you (Englishmen) persecute us, and against your filling 
yourselves with food snatched away from our mouths. If the Indians are to 
be considered traitors to the Government when they try to enjoy what is their 
own, then surely the English who have come across seven seas and thirteen 
rivers (7.¢., such a long way), are a thou-and times guilty of treachery 
against their (Indian) subjects. We can give you love and respect only in 
exchange for the same commodities received from you. 
49, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 10th October asks, who are they 
that pay the Tramways Company so handsomely? 
vente aeamays, Company's ser It ig we who do so. And yet the conductors, 
1 ots. : 
drivers and others of the Tramways Company are 
reported to have deposed before Mr. Collin that the police did not commit 
rioting, but the Bande Mataramwallas did it and beat the police who were all 
along counting beads like a pious Vaishnabi (a woman of the Vassnad sect). 
This is your vaunted veracity! The dstas earn only two pice anda half and 
yet pose as persons earning two lakhs and a half. Cannot these hellish creatures 
e brought under control? Wholesale falsehoods such as these become only 
the feringhi’s durbar, fur the feringhi is so proud of his truthfulness. 
41, The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 10th Octcber has the following 
| leading article under the headlines :— | 
An atisck upon Siz Andrew An innocent-looking witch proficient in 
Fraser. : : 44 p ! 
devouring children. 
A reckoning can be made with an open enemy. But it is difficult to deal 
with one who is an innocent-looking witch. Our Fraser Lat-is truly such 8 
witch. Being the son of a padre (missionary) he is not without a show of 
religion, but no two men sv proficient in the art of doing harm to people can 
be found, Day before yesterday a telegram was received at Lall Bazar from 
Darjeeling calling for the records of the case of Sushil. When the newspapers 
announced that the butcher Kazi had set at nanght the Bengal Government 
and the High Court circulars and ordered Sushil to be flogged, then Fraser 
Lat said nothing. Again, when Bhupen Bose, the official go-between, raised 
the question of that cruel punishment in the Legislative Council, the rep'y 
that was given seemed {o indicate that a feast consisting of puddings made of 
Sushil’s bones would be given at Belvedere. But now sitting on the heights 


* 
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of Darjeeling our Lat begins to wink k innocent) as if he is a saintly 
4 Everybody now undetetands cor is in sak tf after killin: pent 
rats you now propose to do haj (undertake a journey to Mecca) you will only 
make people laugh at~you. het a bad luck for our butcher Kazi! “ Ales! I 
have tried so hard to win the good graces of the Huzur that I expected to be 
the District Judge of Nadia. But so many explanations are demanded of me. 
Look how Judge Sarada Charan Mitra is after me. I managed somehow to 
send to jail one of the accused in the Bande Mataram case, But now. Justice 
Mitra issues a rule calling upon me to show cause why such a sikar (game) 
should not be set free. I wanted to do away with the accused in the Sandhya 
case by Satarday and with that purpose I went so far as to disallow leave 
to my clase-fellow Mr. Das, Counsel, to take his food. But nevertheless such 
sulm is made upon me, I am called thief by the very man for whom I commit 
theft !? You Kazi Saheb we don’t see what your fault is; you have wielded 
your pen vigorously to discharge your duties. But nobody is safe from the 
fatal grasp of the inuocent-looking witch. But there is another thing. The 
police dispersed a meeting, beat and plundered people, and quite a funny 
spectacle was seen. But those days are gone and everything came to an 
unexpected termination. The paharawallas and Sergeants received a sound 
beating and a European lost his hand. The people have become so desperate 
that they are preparing to take revenge (lit. tu the splitting of hair) to the 
fullest extent for a head that was broken of inoffensive men. The police 
are terror-stricken. ‘The devourer of our children was coolly enjoying the 
food caused by the spectacle of bloodshed. But the familiar winking of the 
eyes is again in evidence. It is necessary to show that Belvedere is now 
a resort for honest men. The Commissioner of the Presidency Division has 
been — to Lall Bazar in supersession of the Police Commissioner for the 
urpose of enquiring into the riots. This is aclerver innocent-looking move 
intended to show that there is no concern for the police, that there is sorrow 
for the people so intense as to break the heart. But no such pretence will do 
now. Everybody has come to know you. You are that innocent-looking 
witch who is so proficient in devouring children. But there are a few silly 
people who have been duped by your wiles. Those Kundus of Abhagakul* 
(iit. luckless family) dealing in salt mixed with 
* Here is obviously anallusion to cow's blood; that son of a Telit who cannot help 
ene hidue ote "supplying you with oil aud salt and that official 
t Probably alludes to the Hon'ble go-between Mr. Bose are of course there. The 
a people however have completely found: you out. 
he time for your departure 1s come. y make 
any more ado? Everybody now wishes that you too may go tojthat bhagar (a 
place where carcases are thrown) where that Curzon, your preceptor, has 
gone. Why make a ridiculous exhibition of yourself any longer? Now give 
up your innocent-looking airs. . 
42, Re the statement recently made by the Znglishman’s reporter regard- 
ing Hindu widows, the Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 
mF ms ingen Th reporter on 10th October writes that one scorns to have even 
+ SE 5 eS eee to protest against such a despicable statement as 
that made by this creature. Have Englishmen in Indis degenerated in 
character to such an extent ? | 
43. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
; 10th October thinks that weak and worthless 
Bengalis and the Durga Puja. pe ople like Bengalis, who cannot oppose the 
heinous outrages on the part of the police, have no right to be merry during 
the Durga Puja. The Bengalis are exhorted to take a vow to kill the Asura- 
like* temper of the Asuras. It does not become 
; ° Asuras aredemons of Hindu the Bengalis to be merry when India has been 
weer converted into a cremation ground owing to 
poverty, famine, bad laws, maladministration, disease and oppression. 
44. Referring to the Empire’s statement that if the present disturbances 
_ and bloodshed continue fora month more then the 
turns Empire on the recent dit- resent excitement will cool down and the relations 
_ petween the Governments and the people will 


become cordial, the Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th October observes that if the 
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alpur atrocities have increased the love of the people for the Governmen 
nt cael the present disturbances in Calcutta will also fill the hearts of - . 
inhabitants of the town with overflowing love for the authorities. The truth js 
that the people may remain silent for a few days, but this-does not indicate that 
their love for Government has increased. The present policy of the authorities 
cannot but weaken the foundations of the Empire, | ) 
Hitavab!, 45. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th October says:— 


Oct. 11th, 1907. ct Mr. Keir Hardie prote against the ing 
Mr. Keir Hardie io East Bengal. uMered . to Srijut Joge sh Chan ac Chan dhuri by 
Mr. Ainslie; he compared Mymensingh to a besieged town on account of the 
large number of police guards there; he characterised the outrages committed 
on Hindu ladies by Muhammadan rowdies as equalling the horrors perpetrated 
in Armenia by the Turks. All this has exasperated the nobleminded 
Englishmen, who used to dismiss as false whatever the Hindus had to aay, 
But now a member of Parliament has witnessed all the misdeeds of those 
despotic rascals, and hence they are avenging themselves by vilifying 
Hindus and Hindu widows. i 
HitvaDi, 46. The Aitavadi (Calcutta} of the 11th October exhorts the people 
—— of ‘‘ United” Bengal to observe the Rakhi day 
on the 30th of Aswin next. That day being also 
the ekadast day will be doubly sacred, and on 
this day there should be no cooking in any household. 
ae 47. The Hitavaut [Calcutta] of the 11th October, referring to the 
Oct. 11th, 1997. : : ° ° ‘ 

| approaching Durga Puja festival, writes thus :— 

aga ae celta = Mother, do you not listen to our wailings? 

| We are now fallen upon evil days. ‘We now stand 
between life and death. Your sons are piteously crying for want of food. 
The cornfields are all turned into waste lands. Famine and plague have tuined 
the country into a cremation ground. There are corpses on all sides and 
mishaps follow us everywhere. Why should this be so, o Mother? Isitfor our 
decorating you in bel,¢i clothes mixed with swine’s lard and for presenting you 
with offerings containing belati sugar? Do you punish us for these our 
transgressions? Oh forgive us and extend to us your blessings especially at a 
critical time like this. 

Look how your tender children are bleeding to appease the intense thirst 
of the devils; how your shrines are being desecrated; the cries of the 
outraged females are rending the skies. Mother, stop these brutal outrages 
and punish the wrong-doers. 

MiBIR-O-SADHAKAR, 


i. ok ae 48. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 11th October reports a 


iene esta! meeting at Kali Babu’s Bazar at Howrah attended 
_ Pree cemmens meenng: by 2,000 persons, which declared the present agita- 
: ; tion hurtful to the country’s interests and sided with Government 
1HIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 


ics ta ee 49. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar (Calcutta) of the 11th October reports that on 


oo _ the 28th Bhadra last a meeting of their own people 
on Antitinda Musalman meeting was held at Sheoratola in Nadia in which about 
500 Musalmans took a vow no longer to do menial 
work for the Hindus or eat food prepared by Hindus. There were police- 
men present at the gathering and no trouble ensued. 


A similar meeting is also reported to have been held at Kadipur in Nadia 


on the Ist Aswétn last. 
MiHIR-0O-SUDHAK4R, 


as, ek 50. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 11th October warns Musalmans 


Partition day and Musalmans. not to respond to the appeal which has been 


ii | _ issued by certain prominent Bongalis to celebrate 
Partition day, and declares that if they do, they will be doing things which are 
against the shastras and so committing sins. 


MIHIB-O-SUODRABAB, Ol. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] cf the 11th October contains 8 


Oot. 11th , 1907. 
letter attacking the editor of the soléan simp! 
paper tack on the Soltan news because he had dared to call the Amir of Afghast 
sieinisisbitlias 8 . Stan “ Our Kabuli uncle.” a 
Dek. th, oa 52. The Mihir-o-Sudkakar [Calcutta] of the 11th October writes 


_. deprecatingly of the a!leged intention of the railwa 
valine ne of historic guthorities to destroy certain buildings built 


by Shah Jahan at Moharpura near Lahore. 


The celebration of the Rakhi 
day. 
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53. The Navasakts (Calcutta) of the 11th October, in noticing the recent 
Statesman editorial on the political situation in 


Bengal calling on the moderates to publicly 
dissociate themselves from the extremists, remarks:—What shall we say to 


this ? ney all good things befall the Statesman ! 


The Statesman on the situation. 


54. The Navasakii [Calcutta] of the 11th October publishes a poem 
: | eddvee tothe goddess Durga, in which the follow. 
An invocation to the goddess ing occurs :— 


— Come, O Mother, in this day of troubl 
bringing with Thee the god who led the battle with the Daityas aaibpaek 


Come and see, Mother, how eight crores of Thy iufants are dying of starvation 
and of oppressions, If Thou so directest, we shall begin a great Yayjna 
(sacrifice), and the Bengalis will freely offer themselves up as sacrifices thereat. 


55. The Navasakti [Calcutta] of the 11th August writes that the 


ie a Mead meeting which lately assembled ut Albert Hall 

\ ~ = egy, Hed to constitute a District Association for Calcutta 

: was a small one consisting mostly of Surendra 

Nath Banerji’s followers. A band of 500 men armed with Jathis were to 

have intervened in this meeting and demanded a public explanation from 

Surendra Babu of certain acts of his. Unless a new meeting is held for this 
purpose again after the Puja new incidents will happen. 7 


56 The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 11th October publishes a cartoon in 
which Sergeant Walters is represented as standin 
with his left hand amputated, the part amputate 
lying on the ground. The letter-press is.a poem entitled ‘‘ The maimed,” in 
which the Sergeant is ridiculed as resembling the god Jagarnath with his 
hands chopped off. 


57. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 11th October writes that a new spirit, 

fiery, strong and capable of overcoming all obstacles, 
has begun to spread amongst the Hindus. This 
spirit, sooner or later, is sure to raise its triumphant head, crowned with the 
ey of independence. If therefore Mussalmans fail to progress vigorously 
and independently in matters political, their future is dark indeed. Let 
Mussalmans no Icnger disbelieve in a coming political revolution in India. 
Let them remember that in a period of political change they alone will 
survive who will rouse themselves and take partin the fray. ‘lhe Hindus, 
if they get the nectar-like fruit of: the tree of politics after shedding their 
blood for it, will not certainly voluntarily share it with the Mussalmans, Let 
Mussalmans therefore act with an eye to the future. By dissociating them- 
selves from the swadesht agitation, they have laid tho axe at the root of their 
own economic interests; if they remain pees in regard to the present 
political agitation, their very existence will be threatened. Let them prepare 
themselves to sacrifice their lives even in the work of spreading education. 
Let them attend to the promotion of arts and commerce; let them train 
their youths to be heroes, physically and mentally, and send them for 
education to foreign lands, The Hindus long for the establishment of swaray 
and a great conflict between them and the ruling powers in India is inevitable. 
lf the Mussalmans do not in time prepare themselves for self-defence, they will 
be inevitably lost—and lost for ever. 


58. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 11th October strongly deplores the 
fact that no Mussalman interviewed Mr. Keir 
Mr. Keir Hardie and _ the 


A cartoon. 


An exhortation to Mussalmans. 


Musselman commasitr. Hardie in Calcutta and spoke to him of the wants 
and grievances of his community, and then 
proceeds :— | 


At Dacca, Mr. Hardie repeatedly wrote for the Mussalman leaders to 
see him, and it was only Khan Bahadur Nawab Ali Chaudhuri who at last 
condescended to favour him with a visit. Alas! hapless community! there are 
many stages of degradation you have yet to he through. You are so clever 
in paying court ont of season and undeserve . — can be so eager to weep 
for and lament Lord Curzon and Sir B. Fuller, but you cannot do your duty 
at the proper time. What nation but the one so perversely disposed is marked 
out for destruction ? 
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Sours, 59. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 11th October writes that the attitud. 
soa dead How Messlshens should conduct Po at ° behoves pe es cir, community to 
si 6 up in Fre e struggle now goin 
ee er cibecen Hindus and Govirnaiiat is éns of sshes 
neutrality. They should neither, at the instigation of the Hindus, enter 
into conflict with the pclice or Government, nor should they sucoumb to the 
unlawful temptations held out by short-sighted policemen and inexperienced 
officials, and most unjustly begin quarrelling and fighting with their Hindu 
neighbours. Let them be prepared to protect them selves ngninet any attem 
by Hindus or by the officials to injure or asjen oppress them. Let them 
warned not to riot to the prejudice of their Hindu neighbours at the persuasions 
of the police, for by so doing they will ultimately bring absolute ruin upon 
themselves. They will incur the enmity of the Hindus and the law also will be 
set in motion against them and they will be put in prison in large numbers, 
To side with the Hindus against the officials and then assist in breaking the 
also is improper snd will mean ruin to them. Let them try by all 
means to use swadeshs things and to encourage swadesht, but the use of force 
or excess is to be deprecated seriously. 
BANngavass, 60. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th October has a poem in which the 
Oct. 19th, 1907. es spirit of Ram Mohan Roy is represented as speak- 
Ph ; ng = A ga of the ing to the spirit of Queen Victoria in heaven of 
the many sorrows India is now suffering from, 
and requesting her to move the King-Em eror to inquire into the grievances 
complained of. The poem concludes thus:—To whom else (but to you, the spirit 
of Queen Victoria) shall we speak of our grievances? 
Banoavast ie Wink it ees bee i nl 61. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 12th 
Oct. 12th, 1907. Odleattea sleta: pe ‘antes Cortng Me October publishes the following list of shops looted 
during the recent riots in Calcutta: — 
The shops of— 


(1) Dukhi, panwali, in the north west corner of Beadon Squre. 
(2) Messars, Pal and Friends on Chitpur load. 
(3) Shoshi Bhushan Dutt, 97, Chitpur Road. 
(4) Hari Das Manna 
5) Brindaban Dutt } on Chitpur Road. 
6) Gosta Bihari Bhar 
7) PY serena Pal, at 337, Upper Chitpur Road. 
8) Akshay Kumar Dutt at 105, Chitpur Road. 
9) Ram Hari Bhar at 155, Upper Chitpur Road. 
SH Kshetra Gopal Dutt, adjacent to (9). 
11) Nikunja Thakur, sweetmeat-seller, on the crossing between Sham- 
bazar Street and Chitpur Road, 
(12) A sweetmeat-reller at 155, Chitpur Road. 
(13) Bipin Moira, of Shova Bazar. 
(14) Srimanta Ghoshal, at 257, Chitpur Road. 
(15) A Tobacco-dealer of Shova Bazar. 
(16) Kali Charan Bhar, at 155, Chitpur Road. 
83 Messrs. R. K. Gupta & Co. (a lime depét). 
18) Mahes Chandra Basak (on Grey Street). 
19) A sweetmeat-seller on Grey Street in the Hathibagan quarter. 
20) Pertab Chandra Dutt, of Shambazar. | 
21) A dealer in cloth at No. 123, Shambazar Street. 
22) Kundu & Co. 
(23) Bholanath Sadhukhan, 
(24) Nepal Chandra Pal. 


Baroavas!, 62. The same paper publishes a cartoon entitled ‘‘Blows and counter- 
Oct. 12th, 1907. 


aera lows,” and in the course of the letter-press 
os : | Spented to 16 occurs the following :— 
Ripping up the breasts of the blacks I taste their heart’s ‘blood. There 18 
great fun in mutual strifes between the blacks. If the Hindus and Musalmans 
are united in spirit, my heart bursts (in grief), I hold the Hindu and the 
Musalman one in each of my hands and whenever I see a suitable opportunity 
I strike them against each other gleefully. 
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68, In connection with the festivities of the Durjapuje, the Bangavast 

The Durgapuje and the water. Unde ode ‘th duty Osh making Sng it 

. indu readers the Oo of them ing it 

supply question in the villages. =. point on this occasion to have at least one tank 
in his village re-excavated. 


64. Referring to the evening party. to be given by Raja Binaya Krishna 


Dev to his European friends on the occasion of the 
x Riening pany at Reje Binaye Durga Puja, the Basumati (Calcutta). of the 12th 
7 . October says that no puja (worship of a god) is now 
complete without the entertainment of glishmen, who are the Brahmins of the 
Kali era (the Iron Age); and wishes all success to the Raja who is devoted to 
such Brahmins. ce 
65. The Basumati fOnlowthal 68 the 12th October pities alike those who 
_ are elated at Mr. Keir Hardie’s intercourse with 
Mr. Keir Hardie and Swadesh. otives and those who see in this intercourse 
a source of destruction to the empire. The paper draws the attention of 
ite readers to the fact of Mr. Keir Hardie’s being a member of the Labonrites 
whose interests can never be identical with those of the Indians, who by 
advocating the Swadeshi are causing pecuniary loss to English labourers, If, in 
spite of all this, Mr. Hardie sides with India, he may be a god, but he cannot 
then be a true representative of the English labour party. 
66. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 12th October doubts the sincerity 
of the profession made by Mr, Allen, the District 
Dene A ioe as wuatrate of Magistrate of Dacca, at a conference of the local 
teachers, that Englishmen are friends of the 
swadesht. The paper cites the instances given below which prove. that 
Mr. Allen is thoroughly anti-swadeshs in his spirit :— 
(1) Mr. Allen went to various dts and bazars in the Dacca district and 
made special arrangements for the sale of dtlats goods there. | 
(2) He has compelled by threats the owners of Adis and markets to sell 
bilats articles. 


(3) He has posted police guards in all the Ad’s and markets so as to kill — 


the swadeshs. 
(4) It is by suggestions from him that the police are encouraging or 


coercing (as the case may be) shopkeepers to indent for pag oo goods. 


(5) It is Mr. Allen who asked Lalit Babu, a pleader o 
bslats salt to be sold in his hd?. 

(6) He ordered two educated zamindars of Autshahi (in Bikrampore) to 
enter into a bond for allowing foreign-made goods to be sold in their Adis. 

(7) It is under instructions from this impartial Magistrate that Deput 
Magistrates and policemen are ordering the owners of Adis and bazars to sell 
bilats goods. 

The paper advises Bengalis to be practised in fencing with laths, which is 
the chief means of developing physical strength. 

67. The Basumatt tCa cutta} of the 12th October recommends to its 


Dacca, to allow 


4 : readers a book named Jakat Clive (Clive the 
cionve the Forger’—a Bene Forger), written by Pundit Satya Charan Sastri, 
. in which the writer has recorded many acts of 
Clive, and has shown in every line of the work what was the magical influence 
which deluded India into giving herself up to the hands of the English. 
Englishmen brag of having conquered India with the help of the sword, 
but the author bas placed before the public a true picture of that “sword,” viz., 
the sword of the forger Clive. 
68. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th October points out to the 
: ee Marwaris the growing demand not only in Bengal 
essa. esa but in other provinces as well for country-made cloth 
in preference to that made in foreign countries and warns the Marwaris against 
the risk of entering into contracts with English’merchants, on the ‘lucky day, 
for the supply of English-made cloth. The Marwaris, says the paper, ought to 
ive up the love for English cloth altogether as many of them have already 
one, but those who have not yet been able to free themselves from their 
illusion had better read the signs of the times before giving large orders. 


Bus eaves 
Oot, 12th, 1907. 


Basvmati, 
Oct. 12th, 1907. 


Buarat Mirra, 
Oct. 12th, 1907, 
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Boman Buszas, 69. The Sonar Bharat (Howrah) of the 12th October prefaces an 
Om Ee re af the varid career of Guru da with he heat. 
nes :— 
Five heads required for the country, 
Let him who will sacrifice his head come forward ; 
and concludes it thus :-— | 


There can be no dharma nor can there be any salvation for one’s country 
‘eid unless one is wea eta as G a gern i a : a 
man Beanie, 70. Through the columns of t onar at | Howrah) of th 
i wm October, one Hari Das ti nm a aa te 
__Beeraite for a self-sacrifcing recruits to come forward and join him in form; 

the nucleus of.a body of men who will deyote 
themselves solely to the service of their country. These men, it is 
should cast off all attraction for women and wealth and should be wholly solf. 
sacrificing. Hari Das’s address is given as follows:— 

Care of Editor, Sonar Bharat, No. 157, Kasundia Road, Khurut, Howrah. 


Mundt Baneavaee, 71. The Hindé Bangvasi [Calcutta] of the 14th October exhorts its 
Ost, 14th, 1907. readers to be ge igs Sona in worshipping the 


mother during the Durgapuja and not to admi 
foreign salt, sugar or cloth in their house as they are Caan. nuove 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SHASTRI, 
Bengali Translator. 


The career of Guru Gobinds. 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) Police. 


The riot. commission of enquiry in connection with the 


recent looting in Calcutta, declares that to look 
for help from those men who winked at police hooliganism is simply addin 


insult to injury and outraging the sense of national dignity. The loss counte 
in money was not very great and can be met by public subscription, but the 
indignities which Indian gentlemen were subjected ts are more than man 
can compensate. ‘' The very idea of going to the bureaucrats for compensa- 
tion is not only cowardly but extremely revolting. Riots are but national 
symptoms indicating the sure end of despotism; and the people who are 
determined to mend or end our present despotic system of Government must 
always be prepared for all these trials and tribulations.” 


1138. The Bengalee is of opinion age ong conditions under which the 
me enquiry into the origin and progress of the 
ploaieseteertienmuy seanih dietaeanans in Calcutta hes i conducted 
will not satisfy public opinion. An official commission holding its sittings 
within closed doors, and refusing to receive specific information, volunteered 
by respectable gentlemen on the ground that the time at its disposal is too 
short, can hardly inspire public confidence. If the recommendations of the 
commission prove as disappointing as the procedure adopted, they will have 
no option but to press for an independent commission. 


1139. The Hindoo Patriot finds that among the witnesses who deposed 
before the commission of enquiry are the Police 
and men of the Tramways Company. It is 
worthy of record that excepting these two classes of witnesses, all have 
unanimously thrown the blame on the police, directly charging them with 
the assaults and other excesses that were committed during the riots. On the 
one side, therefore, are respectable gentlemen and shop-keepers who can be in 
no way interested in shifting the blame from the shoulders of the goondas to 
those of the parawallas, and on the other side are the drivers and conductors 
of the Tramways Company and the Police. The commission will have to 
carefully and impartially sift the evidence and proceed in the light of reason 
and commonsense. 


Police and goondas, 


1140. Commenting on the enquiry into the recent disturbances in 
meeps pure and simple, in which the representatives of 
the public had no recognised part or share. No attempt was made to procure 
the entire body of evidence that was available, and, as a matter of fact, the 
enquiry was closed even before half the number of available witnesses had 
been examined. The public disappointment has been grievous. They were 
tantalized with a hope that was not to be fulfilled. , | 


1141. The Amrita Bazar Pairikaremarks that the result of police rule which 
has been voted for the people of India is something 
| like a state of anarchy; for all sense of security has 
vanished and the general public feel that even their absolute innocence is no gua- 


rantee against their being prosecuted on a false charge, put on trial and punish- 


Reign of law practically gone. 


succeed in extricating themselves from the iron gripof the executive, they tind 
themselves almost ruined and their steps dogged by detectives and spies. 


1142. With reference to the prohibition of meetings in public squares. 
The Missionaries and thenew order. the Bengalee writes :— 


“ About twenty-five years ago, the Corporation of Calcutta closed public squares for pub- 
lic meetings. Christian missionaries ysed tu preach at the squares, as theydo now. The late 
lamented Dr. K. S. Macdonald, of the Free Shere Mission, organised an agitation against 
the order. Europeans and Indians joined the agitation and the order was withdrawn. Are 
Chrisiian missionaries of to-day going to take this order lying down! It is an order which 
affects their interests as well those of the general community. Will they not join the general 
community in organizipg an agitation against it P” | 


ed severely by prejudiced or political Judges and Magistrates. Even when they 


11387. A correspondent of the Bande Mataram writing with regard to the Bayps Mataram. 


lith October 
1907. 


BuyGaaes. 
llth October 
1907. 


Hixpo o Parniot? 
lith October 
1907. 


Baweatyes. 


Calcutta, the Bengalee considers it an official enquiry 12th Octoner 1907. 


Amurta Bassa 
PaTRiga. 
12th October 1907, 


Buyxaalss, 
13th Octeber 1907 
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(b) Working of the Courts. 


Bercarze- 1143. Commenting on the order ot oY the Chief Presidency Magis- 
101h October i trate upon Maulvi Leakat Hossain, the Bengalee 
_ agar RR is of opinion that there not being a single instance 
on record of disturbance of the public peace as a result of any meeting or 
procession taken part in by the Maulvi, the order is illegal. It trusts that the 

High Court will be moved to set it aside. 


(9g) Ruilways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


Disee Micscin 1144, A correspondent of the Bande Mataram reports two instances in 
llth Uctober 1907 i aa eee which ticket-checkers on the East Indian Railway 
shes paeariecaes at Howrah demanded 4 annas from each passenger 
before opening the doors of compartments to enable them to secure seats. He 
hopes that the Railway Authorities will take steps to save passengers from 

such inconvenience and extortion. 


(h) General. 


Siti Maine 1145. Referring to the prohibition of public meetings in Calcutta under 
Parerxa. SE Ge eG section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the Am- 
Lith October 1907. rita Bazar Pairika states the framers of section 144 
never dreamt that it would be applied to the taking away of the right of 

holding public meetings. But it is now possible for the authorities to do 

anything they like, for practically there is no government in India and the 

subordinates rule the country. The journal wonders that the responsible 

authorities have the heart to mdulge in such a pastime as taking away the 


liberty of speech. It concludes by advising public men to assemble and hold 
meetings in private compounds. 


1146. With reference to the prohibition 
Bawper Mataramw. _ The shadow of the Ordinance in 


11th October 199), Calcutta. of public meetings in Calcutta, Bande Mataram 
writes :— 


** Meetings hava been prohibited in Calcutta in any public place, and the bureaucrats no 
doubt hope that this will cripple the boycott and spoil the celebration of the Partition-day. 
Such is the wisdom of bureaucrats! The obvious answer to this proclamation is, to celebrate 
the rites of Partition day with greater solemnity than ever, to meet in large courts and 
compounds, instead of the public squares, to take organiz2d and stringent measures for the 
social boycott of all who take a scrap of British goods in future and for the leaders to 
denounce and end any kind of co-operation with, or recognition of, the bureaucrats who are 
responsible for these continued outrages on public sentiment. We look to see this done, ‘and 
if the leaders are not ready to do it, it is for the people to make their voice heard in that 
sense with no uncertain utterance. It is useless to goon glossing over the issue; the time 
has come when it should be clearly recognised that any act of compromise with the bureau- 
crate in Bengal is an act of treason to the people and their aspirations. Whoever is not 
utterly for the Mother and for the Mother alone, is, however unconsciously, working 
against her, no matter how high his reputation for patriotism may stand, no matter how 


great his services in the past have been. His good iutentions will but pave the way to the 
hell of her continued servitude.” 


pt wn, Prohibition of meetings in Calcutta 1147, In connection with the probibition of 
eee public meetings in Calcutta, the Bexgalee writes :— 


“The public of Calcutta are indignant at the atrocities which have recently been 
committed by the police or, at any rate, by the guvondas, with their connivance, if not 
their active help. ‘he farce of an enquiry has just been gone tkrough. No reparation 
has been made to the injured persons—no serious attempt has been made to punish the 
guilty—be they Policemen or goondas. But the Government proceeds to deprive the citizens 
of Calcutta of an important public right, which is dear to them as citizens of the Empire. 
It is proceedings such as these which are calculated to deepen the prevailing discontent 
and to create a deep-rooted sense of irritation in the publio mind. Inflammatory: speeches 
count for little or nothing. It is the blunders of the Government—it is their perverse 


= . a » : course of reactionary policy, waich, more than anything oe, is responsible 
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1148. The Bengalee declares that the order recently issued by the . Bsxcauas. 
: Chief Presidency Magistrate "of Caleutta, en 
tricting the right of public meetings, reflects the 
gravest discredit upon the administration. It is a confession of failure to main- 
tain the peace of Calcutta by the ordinary methods and without curtailing a 
valued public right. The bureaucracy is now busy with stifling the expression of 
discontent, but the subject-matter thereof is not removed. On the contrary the 
situation is gp tae by a F ww f of repression which is steadily alienating the 
sympathies of the more moderate section of the community from the Govern- 
ment. The unwisdom of such a proceeding is apparent, but the rulers will not 
see it. One blunder leads to another and the bureaucracy merrily pursues its 
blundering career. 


Calcutta proclaimed, 


ITI. —Leais.ation. 


1149. Although the. Indian Mirror considers it unfortunate that there Isptan MrRror 
should have occurred any incident in Calcutta to 1 October 1907 
give rise to such repressive measures as the recent 

order of the Chief Presidency Magistrate and the Seditious Meetings Bill which 

has been framed at Simla, it declares that the course taken by the Government 

is not one upon which it can have the congratulations of any dispassionate indi- 

vidual. Such measures will create further discontent, as they are far beyond 

what the circumstances warrant; and secret meetings and intrigue will be their 

inevitable outcome. 


Seditious Meetings Bill. 


1150. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, regrets being unable to congratulate the ,yerra Bazae 
authorities cn their intelligence in connection with Patera. 
the proposed Seditious Meetings Bill. According ‘4% October 19F- 
to it a meeting of more than twenty persons shall not be permitted. But the | 
‘‘seditionists” can divide themselves into parties of twenty and thus preach go- 

called sedition.. Swadeshists will suffer very little if they are not allowed to 

hold public meetings, for at present they need silent and solid work, and the 

Government measure is something like a Godsend from this point of view. 


Seditious Meetings Bill. 


V.—PRospPEcTUs OF THE CRoPs AND CoNDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


1151. Commenting on an article in the Znglishman in connection with Awerrs Basan 
a threatened famine, in which it appeals to the. Pareixa. 
rich to give of their abundance to the poor, the !!%* October 190¥- 
Amrita Bazar Patrika states it goes without saying that, in the event of famine 

every rich and well-to-do person will do his best to help his starving neigh- 

bour ; but so long as the famine-tax which both Europeans and Natives pay is not 

remitted, the State alone is responsible for saving human beitgs from starvation 

during famine. 


The threatened famine. 


VI.—MIsceELLANEOUS. 


1152. Bande Mataram declares it is inconceivable why a free discussion B,xpe Marna. 
of what is good for a nation should give any llth Votober 1907 
trouble to its rulers, who are never weary of saying 
that they want to rule in the interests of the ruled. If there is any truth in 
this statement, it is difficult to understand why they should legalize the 
preaching of self-government under British control, and get uneasy when the 
suggestion is ventured that no foreign control can make for a people’s good. 
The bureaucratic law does not disapprove of the preaching of a desire for self- 
government under British paramountcy, but the borderland of loyalty is at 
once passed when the desire for an altogether separate national existence is 
expressed. Unless the Indians are either insincere or gullable, they cannot 
persuade themselves to believe the compatability of prosperous India with 
a foreign rule-however benevolent. But the peculiar sort of freedom of speech 
which India enjoys will not allow her to speak out the truth. 


Our peculiar freedom of speech. 
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, 1153. Bande Mataram remarks that one can hardly repress a smile when 
meth Osicber Ss BE one finds it put down in all solemnity by some 


wiseacres of the exalted British race that India is 
unfitted by her caste system for the realisation of political liberty. Is the 
much vaunted English Jiberty a mere snare and an illusion? If the far more 
aggravated irregularities of English society is no bar to England’s full 
enjoyment of liberty, how can any Englishman, with the least suspicion of 


sense or reason, assert the existence of a necessary antagonism between caste 
and liberty. 


Bawess. 1154. The Bengalee says that the demonstrations in connection with the 
13th October 1907 


The Federation Day. ederation Day will be held on Thursday the 17th 


October all over Bengal—in the proclaimed areas 
as well as in districts which have not been. pega: The people are not 
O 


going to be terrorised, but within the limits of the law they are resolved to hold 
the national celebration all over Bengal. On that day, be it in public meetings, 
private assemblies or in devotional exercises, the Swadesht vow and the pledge 
to carry on the agitation against the partition will be renewed. 


Bevoatys. Durga Poja. 1155. The Bengalee writes :-— 


13th October 190¥- “To-day is the first day of the great Puja. All Bengal is rejoicing with the advent of 
the Divine Mother. For the moment our sorrows, our trials and tribulations are forgotten, 


and every Bengali home is filled with joy. We worship the great goddess Sukti, in order 
that we may have Sukés to fight the constitutional battle in which we are engaged. We feel 
that truth is on our side. W 


e feel a sense of awakened national consciousness and we feel 
with justice, that the religious emotions, which the auspicious season and the worship of the 


goddess will kindle in us, will qualify us for the struggle. In our worship of the goddess, let 
us not for get the motherland. The motherland is dearer to us than heaven; and as we 
worship Durga, let us crave her blessings for the great duty which lies before us.”’ 


OFFICE OF THE INSPR.-GENL. 
oF Pouicr, L.P., 
iene F. N. WARDEN, 


The 19th October 1907. J Perst. Asst. to the Inspr.-Genl, of Pelee, L.P. 
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